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(Abstract)

The purpose of this study was to analyze the current trends of the elder abuse and self-neglect that take place

at home. The data reported to the Korean Elder Protection Agency in 2017 were used in this study, and the

data were 4,129 cases of the elder abuse and self-neglect occurred at home. Cross-tabulation analyses were used

to analyze several categorical data. The results showed significant differences between genders, between recipients

of the State basic pensions and non-recipients, and among houschold types. As for the family-environmental

agent of the elder abuse and self-neglect at home, the most predicting factor was the conflict between the

victim and the abuser. Especially, most cases of the physical abuse may result from the conflicts among family

members. As for the self-neglect, the most significant agent was the family financial difficulties. The findings

were discussed in the context of systems supporting both abused older adults and family caregiving abusers to

prevent the elder abuse and self-neglect at home.

Key words : Elder abuse, Self-neglect, Problems in old age, Adult protective services
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<Table 1> Demographical characteristics of elder abuse victims at home

Characteristics N (%)
Male 1,027 (24.9)
Gender
Female 3,102 (75.1)
Living him/herself 886 (21.5)
Living only with his/her spouse 1,188 (28.8)
Household type
Living with another family member* 1,919 46.5)
etc. 136 (3.2)
Yes or questionable 291 (7.5
People with dementia
No 3,838 (92.5)
Yes 704 (17.3)
Recipients of State basic pensions
No 3,425 (82.7)
Yes 348 (8.4)
Previously reported abuse case
No 3,781 (91.6)

Note. * Living with at least one family member including children, grandchildren, and so on.
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<Table 2> Frequency and prevalence of elder abuse by gender (V (%)

Total Male Female 5
Type of abuse X
(N=4,129) (N=1,027) (N=3,102)
Physical abuse 2,436 (59.0) 498 (48.5) 1,938 (62.5)
Emotional abuse 2,922 (70.8) 633 (61.6) 2,289 (73.8)
Sexual abuse 65 (1.6) 2 (0.2 63 (2.0 -
164.28
Financial abuse 376 (9.1 104 (10.1) 272 (8.8)
@f=06)
Neglect 486 (11.8) 171 (16.7) 315 (10.2)
Self-neglect 280 (6.8) 119 (11.6) 161 (5.2)
Abandonment 64 (1.6 35 (3.4) 29 (0.9

Note. Statistics of frequency and prevalence were presented by multiple types of elder abuse.

EET

p < .001
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<Table 3> Frequency and prevalence of elder abuse by household type (V (%))

a b c d
Type of abuse X2
(N=886) (N=1,188) (N=1,919) (N=136)
Physical abuse 222 (25.1) 865 (72.8) 1,293 (67.4) 56 (41.2)
Emotional abuse 367 (41.4) 962 (81.0) 1,525 (79.5) 68 (50.0)
Sexual abuse 12 (1.4) 39 (3.3) 12 (0.6) 2 (1.5)
1766.86™"
Financial abuse 122 (13.8) 51 (4.3) 184 (9.6) 19 (14.0)
(df=18)
Neglect 249 (28.1) 52 (4.4) 161 (8.4) 24 (17.6)
Self-neglect 229 (15.8) 13 (1.1) 26 (1.4) 12 (8.8)
Abandonment 34  (3.8) 2 0.2 5 (0.3) 23 (16.9)
Note. Statistics of frequency and prevalence were presented by multiple types of elder abuse.
a Living himself or herself
b Living only with his or her spouse
¢ Living with at least one family member including children, grandchildren, and so on.
d Older people who have no regular abode
*p < 001
<Table 4> Frequency and prevalence of elder abuse by dementia (V (%)
b
Type of abuse : X
(IN=291) (N=3,838)
Physical abuse 163 (56.1) 2,273 (59.2)
Emotional abuse 200 (68.7) 2,722 (70.9)
Sexual abuse 9 3.1 56 (1.5)
10.95
Financial abuse 23 (7.9 353 (9.2
d=6)
Neglect 42 (14.4) 444 (11.6)
Self-neglect 27 (9.3) 253 (6.6)
Abandonment 6 (2.1 58 (1.5)

Note. Statistics of frequency and prevalence were presented by multiple types of elder abuse.
a  People with dementia or questionable

b Cognitively intact older adults
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<Table 5> Frequency and prevalence of elder abuse by recipients of basic pensions (V (%)

a b
Type of abuse X2
P (N=704) (N=3,425)
Physical abuse 352 (50.0) 2,084 (60.8)
Emotional abuse 400 (56.8) 2,522 (73.6)
Sexual abuse 10 (1.4 55 (1.6) "
211.05
Financial abuse 95 (13.5) 281 (8.2)
@f=06)
Neglect 109 (15.5) 377 (11.0)
Self-neglect 123 (17.5) 157 (4.6)
Abandonment 15 Q2.1 49 (1.4)

Note. Statistics of frequency and prevalence were presented by multiple types of elder abuse.
a Recipients of State basic pensions
b Non-recipients of State basic pensions

wk

p < .001

<Table 6> Frequency and prevalence of elder abuse by previously reported case (V (%)

a b
T of abuse X
ype . (N=348) (N=3,781)
Physical abuse 212 (60.9) 2,224 (58.8)
Emotional abuse 266 (76.4) 2,656 (70.2)
Sexual abuse 5 (1.4 60 (1.6)
10.01
Financial abuse 22 (6.3) 354 (9.4
@f=06)
Neglect 32 (9.2 454 (12.0)
Self-neglect 21 (6.0) 259 (6.9)
Abandonment 2 (0.6) 62 (1.6)

Note. Statistics of frequency and prevalence were presented by multiple types of elder abuse.
a Previously reported abuse case

b Fisst reported abuse case
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<Table 7> Frequency and prevalence of elder abuse by family-environmental agents (V (%)

a b ¢ 5
Type of abuse X
(N=2,709) (N=1,005) (N=615)
Physical abuse 1,316 (48.6) 591 (58.8) 325 (52.8)
Emotional abuse 634 (23.4) 268 (26.7) 167 (27.2)
Sexual abuse 5 (0.2) 1 0.1 0 0.0
95.55
Financial abuse 97 (3.6) 23 (2.3) 18 (2.9
=12
Neglect 488 (18.0) 84 (8.4) 65 (10.6)
Self-neglect 97 (3.6) 26 (2.6 31 5.0
Abandonment 72 Q2.7 12 (1.2) 9 (1.5

Note. Statistics of frequency and prevalence were presented by multiple types of elder abuse.

a Elder abuse case by conflicts between the abused older adults and their offsprings

b Elder abuse case by conflicts among the offsprings of the abused older adults

¢ Elder abuse case by financial difficulties of the offsprings of the abused older adults

wk

p < .001
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<Table 8> Frequency and prevalence of elder abuse by abuser-related factors (V (%)

Type of a b c d e f g h ,
abuse (N=2,587) (N=1,388) (N=897) (N=147) (N=312) N=1,078) (N=901) (N=483)
Physical 1,650 819 595 101 229 797 666 199
abuse (63.8) 59.0) (66.3) (68.7) (73.49) 73.9 73.9) (41.2)
Emotional 593 332 191 32 60 248 167 100
abuse (22.9) (23.9) (21.3) (21.8) (19.2) (23.0) (18.5) (20.7)
Sexual 7 3 0 0 0 1 1 0
abuse 0.3) ©0.2) 0.0 0.0 0.0 ©0.1) ©0.1) 0.0
Financial 42 24 43 0 3 5 8 16 83053
abuse (1.6) (1.7) 4.8 0.0 (1.0 0.5 8.9 (3.3 (df=42)
Neglect 169 101 50 14 5 9 28 140
6.5) (7.3 5.6 ©.5) (1.6) 0.8) 3.1 (29.0)
Self- 114 56 14 0 15 18 31 5
neglect 4.4 4.0) (1.6) 0.0 4.8 1.7 3.4 (1.0
Abandon- 12 3 4 0 0 0 0 23
ment 0.5 ©0.2) 0.4 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 4.8

Note. Statistics of frequency and prevalence were presented by multiple types of elder abuse.

Intrinsic problems of the abusers (lack of impulsive control, stubbornness etc.)

b Extrinsic problems of the abusers (divorce, job loss etc.)

¢ Financial dependence on the abused older adult
e Physical dependence on the abused older adult
g Mental disorders (depression etc.)

wk

p < .001

d  Abused experience in younger age
f Alcohol/drug abuse and/or dependence

h  Caregiving burden or stress
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